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In the ramp up to launching our commercial indoor 
vertical farms in the Netherlands and Belgium in Q2 
2022, Urban Health Farms is proud to announce the 
opening of two R&D Farms, with production beginning 
in Venlo, the Netherlands on 1 November 2021 and in 
Brussels, Belgium on 1 January 2022.  

Urban Health Farms is a demand driven company and is 
dedicated to meeting the needs of our offtake partners. 
Listening carefully to our current and future customers, 
UHF decided it was imperative to be able to offer the 
ability to savour and experience the superior flavour of our 
products, and demonstrate our sustainable and efficient 
production methods. Therefore, in characteristic fashion, 
UHF is putting a unique twist on the traditional meaning 
of the phrase R&D, and instead is launching two Research 
& Demonstration Farms. 

Within the UHF R&D Farms, we will place a priority on co-
development with potential offtakers, as well as offering 
demonstrations, tours and taste-testing for investors and 

customers. With the produce grown in the R&D Farms, 
UHF will fulfill initial agreements with retail and food 
service providers and will donate any surplus to local food 
banks. This experience will allow UHF to leap ahead in our 
insight, experience and knowhow on standard operating 
procedures, as well as helping us to streamline the 
growing process.

Our Research & Demonstration Farms not only allow 
us to develop and test plant recipes with the hands-on 
participation of local chefs and offtakers, but we have also
given ourselves a leg up on operational efficiency. In our 
original estimates, we expected to begin production in 
our commercial scale farms at 60% capacity, allowing us to 
increase efficiency up to 100% over three years. By gaining 
valuable experience within our R&D Farms, we expect to 
substantially increase productivity of our commercial scale 
facilities by shortening the learning curve with one year, 
or by starting at 70% capacity, immediately increasing the 
volume of our products to our customers and partners.

URBAN HEALTH FARMS STARTS PRODUCTION IN FIRST
OF MANY PLANNED INDOOR VERTICAL FARMS
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Production at UHF’s 1st R&D Farm Began 1 November 
2021 at Brightlands Campus Greenland in Venlo 

Our first Research & Demonstration facility is in partnership with 
Brightbox, an initiative of Botany, HAS University of Applied Sciences, 
and Signify (former Philips), and is located at the Brightlands Campus 
Greenport Venlo. The location is an inspiring choice for our first R&D 
Farm, as Venlo not only has state of the art research facilities, but also 
provides a community where scientists, entrepreneurs, researchers 
and students share knowledge and innovation. With direct access 
to a kitchen and other specialist equipment, the community of 
professionals and enthusiasts at Venlo place special emphasis on 
studying the impact of nutrition on health, something UHF holds as 
a core value.

Our first Research & Demonstration Farm is a unique opportunity to test 
more than 20 different crops under 4 different growing environments 
and will focus on steady, small-scale productions of leafy greens, herbs 
and microgreens. We will have a production capacity of 1.5 tonnes 
a month (based upon the weight of basil and similar amounts for 
other crops based upon their unique weights). Production is already 
underway, and we are working on developing brand-new salad mixes 
with chefs and offtake partners for retail and hospitality industries. 
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The Brightlands Campus Greenport Venlo 
where our first R&D facility is located.
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Urban Health Farms Project 
Development Manager Thomas 
Baars inspecting the systems.
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2nd R&D Farm Set to Open 
in Brussels

Our second Research & Demonstration Farm is in 
partnership with Urban Harvest, a team of vertical 
farming experts and is located in Brussels, Belgium 
at the Abattoir’s Urban Farm project. The Abattoir of 
Anderlecht is the first facility of this scale in Europe 
and a showcase for future proof commercial urban 
agriculture. Located in the heart of Brussels in 
the former meatpacking district, this previously 
abandoned facility promotes a circular economy by 
utilising rainwater for irrigation, 12,000m2 of solar 
panels for energy, and revitalises urban areas for locally 
grown produce. These features are important to the 
UHF core vision, as they minimise our environmental 
footprint, boost local economies, and efficiently 
produce premium quality products.

UHF will begin production in Brussels once the Venlo 
facility is producing premium quality produce at full 
capacity. Production is expected to begin in early 
January 2022. Like at the Venlo Farm, early harvests 
will focus on leafy greens, herbs and microgreens, 
as well as testing together with Urban Harvest 
strawberry production within an indoor vertical farm. 
Here, we will have the ability to produce over 22,500 
plants a month, utilising the lower 9 growing layers 
for propagation, and the upper 6 ebb and flow layers 
for germination and the first phase of growth.

The entrance to the Abattoir in 
Anderlecht where our 2nd R&D 
Farm is located.
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Preparation for planting in 
early January is underway 
at the facility in Brussels.

Together with Urban Harvest and using their 
proprietary technology, we will be testing 
strawberry production for commercial sales.

Hydroponically grown strawberries 
from the facility in Brussels have proven 
to be full of a ripe, sweet flavour.

We will utilise the lower 9 growing layers for propagation, and the upper 6 ebb 
and flow layers for germination and the first phase of growth at the R&D Farm 
in Brussels.



We’re growing! Seedlings planted at the R&D 
Farm in Venlo in early November have already 
sprouted prior to the publication of this newsletter.
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The 1st UHF Research & Demonstration Farm has begun 
production in cooperation with Brightbox, an initiative of 
Botany. Since 2003, Botany has been on the frontline of 
research and development within the horticultural sector, 
providing their partners with reliable data and innovation. 

As CEO of Botany for nearly two decades, Peter Korsten 
has a unique view on the future of agriculture, having 
led the research organization that specialises in plant 
physiology, health and cultivation techniques through 
an era that has seen rapid adoption of technology. We 
recently had the opportunity to ask Peter a few questions 
on the future of indoor vertical farming. 

Peter, what did you see in indoor vertical farming 
that inspired you to devote Botany’s resources to its 
research and development?

The possibilities of controlled environment agriculture 
(CEA), including indoor vertical farming inspired Botany 
because CEA makes it possible for Botany to contribute 
to the challenges agriculture has to overcome in the 
next decades to become a durable industry and feed 
the growing world population with healthy and fresh 
products.

Indoor vertical farming (IVF) is the only growing 
technology with the ability to be used in all the different 
climate zones throughout the world. IVF systems have 
a low impact on the planet by the minimal resources 
needed (water, fertilizers, etc.) and have no need for 
pesticides. By using indoor vertical farming, safe food 
can be produced and the system clears the path for fresh 
food with specified nutritious and healthy values.

Can you tell us a little about the expertise and 
technology Botany will utilise in the UHF Farm?

In the BrightBox system plants are germinated and 
rooted in small plugs that grow in a hydroponic growing 
system in which water and fertilizers are added. The 
climatizing system makes it possible to control climate 
factors such as temperature, light intensity, humidity and 
CO2 in a very accurate way. The lighting system has 4 
different light spectra to grow the variety of plants in the 
most preferred circumstance. The system is run by using 
green electricity.

Within the UHF R&D Farm, we’ll be developing brand-
new salad mixes and finetuning our knowledge in 
order to scale our operations to a commercial level. 
How will the knowledge and innovation Botany has 
acquired assist us in this evolution?

UHF has the ambition to scale CEA and operations to a 
commercial level. Botany has over 10 years of experience 
in IVF by doing research and development activities 
and operations. Botany will help UHF by speeding up 
the development in agronomic knowledge, operations 
and expertise. Next to that, Botany’s experience and 
knowledge of the IVF technical do’s and don’ts will help 
making the right decisions in technical development of 
their own commercial and industrial scale farms.

Both of the UHF R&D Farms will be overseen by Jooseop 
Park as the agronomist and operator, where he will 
utilise the equipment, technology and knowledge of 
our growing partners. With an MSc in plant science from 
Wageningen University and Research, the number one 
ranked university in the field of Agriculture, and a BSc 
in Horticultural Science, Jooseop comes to UHF after 
intense study of growing herbs in vertical farms, with 
a special focus on the light intensity and spectrum on 
yield. In his spare time, Mr. Park conducts lectures for 
the South Korean Ministry of Agriculture.  

“I am very passionate about indoor vertical farming, and 
am excited to work with Urban Health Farms on designing 
a more sustainable, efficient, and flavourful agricultural 
product,” says Jooseop. “With the UHF R&D Farms, we 
have the opportunity to rapidly increase our experience 
and understanding of the growing process while working 
closely with chefs and other future customers, and I’m 
grateful for the chance to be a part of it.”

From left to right: Dirk van Tienen from Botany, UHF Agronomist Jooseop Park and 
UHF Project Development Manager, Thomas Baars at our first R&D Farm in Venlo. 

INTRODUCING UHF AGRONOMIST 
JOOSEOP PARK

INTERVIEW WITH PETER KORSTEN, 
CEO OF BOTANY
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WANT TO VISIT A UHF R&D FARM?

We are currently taking reservations for tours and demonstrations 
of the UHF R&D Farms after the 29th of November. Tours will have 
the opportunity to see our sustainable, efficient production of 
leafy greens, herbs and microgreens, as well as have the chance 
to experience firsthand the premium quality and flavour of our 
produce.

To schedule a tour, please contact:

Joost Verhagen,
Commercial Director

+31 621132867
joost@urbanhealthfarms.com


